The Challenge to Democracy
national income," it is merely a mathematical addition
of disparate units. National parks exist, and national
collections for science and art. The road system is
"national"; and there is an ancient and primitive pride
in the armed forces of the nation. But even the
State's expenditure is not conceived as that of a single
household whose members share equally in one whole
complex of goods and services. The use of wealth
for the whole nation is beyond the range of current
imagination, and still further beyond is the conception
of a family of nations, all of them mainly workers
with their hands in all the countries of the world
sharing the enjoyment of goods and services. It would
be, however, a step forward if public policy for the
use of wealth envisaged even the face-to-face com-
munity of ordinary folk in any area.
Another obstacle to the public policy for the better
use of goods by a community is the general ignorance
of the need for skill in such use. In modern communi-
ties we are only just beginning to study diet and
clothing: that is to say, we are only just able to see
that what one pays for bacon is less important than
what one does with it when it is bought. Custom is
no better guide in cooking for households than it is
ia feeding pigs. Indeed, there is no general under-
standing of the facts with regard to preservation or
manipulation   of foodstuffs,   no   intelligence   with
regard to "family" meals, and an almost superstitious
hostility to  any  criticism  of traditional  clothing.
This traditionalism must be overcome before any
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